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Slovak Elections Results: Gasparovich Re-elected President; Ruling
Coalition Gains Majority of EU Representatives

This spring has seen two important Slovak elections. In early April, incumbent President Ivan Gasparovic
was re-elected to another five-year term as Slovakia’s president. In June, elections were held for Slovak
representatives to the European Parliament. Both of these elections indicate the current popularity of the
various political parties, although in the latter case, the relatively low turnout for the parliamentary elections
means that the results must be interpreted with some caution.

Gasparovic was elected in a second round of the presidential elections, as he received only 46.7 percent of
the first-round vote, which is short of the 50+ percent needed to avoid a run-off. In the second round, he ran
against the candidate of the opposition parliamentary parties, Iveta Radicova. Radicova had surprised some
observers with a stronger-than-expected 38 percent showing in the first round. After a lively campaign,
Gasparovic defeated Radicova in the second round by a margin of 56 to 44 percent, with a turnout of 52
percent. Gasparovic benefited from the support of the most popular political party, Smer, which is headed by
Prime Minister Robert Fico. In commenting on the results, Fico noted that the election means a period of
stability in Slovak government and that Gasparovic understands social problems, which is important during
the current period of economic crisis. Gasparovic has generally been supportive of the current Smer-led
government coalition. Observers noted that Radicova would have represented change, -as she criticized many
of the current coalition’s policies and actions. She would have been the first female Slovak president and the
first who is unburdened by a past affiliation with communism. The election period was characterized by
both sides criticizing the tactics and honesty of the other candidate and the media. The five other candidates
who did not make it to the second round were: Frantisek Miklosko of the Conservative Democrats of
Slovakia party (KDS), 5.4 percent; Zuzana Martinakova of the non-parliamentary liberal Free Forum party
(SF), 5.1 percent; Milan Melnik, of the third coalition party Movement for a Democratic Slovakia (HZDS),
2.5 percent; Dagmar Bollova, a former Communist Party (KS) MP running as an independent; 1.1 percent;
and Milan Sidor, official KSS candidate, 1.1 percent. Turnout in the first round was 44 percent.

On June 6, elections were held for the 13 Slovak representatives to the European Parliament. The parties of
the current government coalition won a total of seven seats, and the parties of the opposition won six seats.
While some political leaders expressed disappointment with the low turnout of 19.6 percent of all eligible
voters, this percentage was an improvement over the previous elections in 2004, in which fewer than 17
percent participated. Still, Slovakia's turnout was one of the lowest among the 27 European Union countries.
Representatives of Smer claimed it as a clear victory for the current governing coalition (Smer; HZDS; and
the Slovak National Party, SNS), with these parties garnering a total of 47 percent of the vote, compared with
the three opposition parties (the Slovak Christian and Democratic Union, SDKU; Hungarian Coalition, SMK;
and the Christian Democratic Movement, KDH) which received a combined total of 39 percent. While the
opposition parties dropped from a total of eight to six seats, they were buoyed by the fact that their total of






